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Maritime transport facilitates European and international trade. In 2010 there were 1.9 million cargo ships visits in 
1200 seaports in the 25 maritime Member States, 390 million passenger trips on ferries, 5.2 million EU residents 
booked cruises, 50000 Europeans employed on cruise ships. Modern passenger ships are actually a floating 
community (19 decks, 8000 passengers). The management of public health events on these vessels is essential 
to prevent the cross border spread of disease and containment of incidents.

The impact of maritime transport of health threats due to biological, chemical and radiological agents, including 
communicable diseases (SHIPSAN ACT) is an EU funded project which aims to strengthen current mechanisms 
at the EU level for safeguarding the health of travellers and crew of passenger and cargo ships. 

Public Health England will be developing guidance for competent authorities to support their risk assessment 
and response to chemical and radiological incidents on ships and while the ship is at port. The overall objective 
is to produce guidance that will facilitate consistent preparedness planning in EU Member States based on 
shared and common standards to support the implementation of International Health Regulations 2005.

Introduction

The project will engage with key stakeholder 
groups, these include public health policy 
makers, practitioners and regulators across 
the EU as well as in England and the 
Devolved Administrations of Wales, 
Scotland and Northern Ireland. Regular 
project updates are published in the 
SHIPSAN ACT newsletter, on the project 
website and twitter.

Stakeholder engagement:

As a contributing partner to the SHIPSAN ACT project, Public Health England will:

• Consider arrangements for notification and alerting, undertaking risk assessments, and for responding to  and recovering from 
the public health event

• Address the need to have preparedness plans that consider the roles of different stakeholders

• Develop training material on chemical and radiological incidents for competent authorities to assist preparedness and planning

• Develop a table top exercise to be used for preparedness, risk assessment and planning

Key objectives

Further Information:
To find out more about the SHIPSAN ACT project:

Email: shipsanact@phe.gov.uk

Visit: www.shipsan.eu

Tweet: https://twitter.com/shipsan_eu

facebook: www.facebook.com/shipsan_eu

This poster was prepared and produced for SHIPSAN ACT by Public Health England, 
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European Union, in the framework of the Public Health Programme (2008-2013).


