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EU SHIPSAN ACT Joint Action Activities
  TRAINING

Training Courses

Training courses for ship operators, 
officers and crew
• 1 introductory course on the SHIPSAN 

Manual.

• 2 advanced training courses focused 
on water safety.

Training courses for port 
health officers
Courses focused on the International 
Health Regulations (2005) and the 
issuance of Ship Sanitation Certificate 
(SSC) by using the WHO Learning 
Programme

• 1 training course for lead inspectors 
(EU level).

• 2 training courses on IHR and issuance of 
Ship Sanitation Certificates (National level).

Courses focused on the SHIPSAN 
Manual and the SHIPSAN ACT 
Information System

• 1 introductory course on the SHIPSAN 
Manual (EU level).

• 2 advanced courses focused on water 
safety (EU level).

• 4 introductory courses on the SHIPSAN 
Manual (National level).

  INSPECTIONS

Integrated inspection 
programme

The SHIPSAN ACT inspection programme 
aims to bring a consistent and 
proportionate approach to ship inspections 
of  all ship types which will improve the 
quality of inspections by:

• providing training (e-learning, 
face-to-face, on the job);

• issuing an annual inspection schedule;

• operating information tools for recording 
and sharing inspection results.

Inspections for issuing 
Ship Sanitation Certificates
Standards: WHO Handbook for inspection 
of ships and issuance of Ship Sanitation 
Certificates.

Tools: SHIPSAN ACT Information System 
for recording and issuing Ship Sanitation 
Certificates under the International Health 
Regulations 2005, for all types of ships 
sailing in EU.

Inspections of passenger ships
Standards: SHIPSAN Manual.

Tools: SHIPSAN ACT Information System 
and Manual.

2013-2014: Announced inspections 
accompanied by a SHIPSAN ACT trainer. 
2015: Unannounced inspections by port 
health officers trained by SHIPSAN ACT.

  WEB SYSTEMS

SHIPSAN ACT Information 
System (SIS)

Upgrade and run SIS consisting of:
• Communication Network platform 

facilitating ship-to-port, port-to-port and 
port-to-national authority communication 
and electronic transmission of Maritime 
Declaration of Health.

• Information system for recording and 
issuing Ship Sanitation Certificates under 
the International Health Regulations 2005 
for all types of ships sailing in European 
Union.

• Database for recording inspections 
conducted according to the 
European standards as provided in 
the SHIPSAN Manual.

   OCCUPATIONAL 
HEALTH

Risk assessment tool for 
occupational health risks 
per cargo ship type

• The risk assessment tool will be 
implemented through the OiRA tool.

• Opportunities for collaboration will 
be identified between port health and 
occupational health authorities.

• Public health risks of international 
concern will be identified according 
to the type of cargo ship.

  RESEARCH

State of the art report

A five-part report will be compiled, 
consisting of:
• Literature review on infectious diseases 

on all types of ships.

• Literature review and survey on chemical 
and radiological incidents in maritime 
transport.

• Survey on hygiene inspection practices 
on fishing vessels in EU.

• Survey on training needs related to core 
capacities at points of entry-ports in EU.

• Survey on practices and responsibilities 
of port health authorities along inland 
waterways in EU.

  GUIDELINES

Chemical and radiological 
incidents on ships

• Guidelines for competent authorities will 
be composed, in support to their risk 
assessment and response to chemical 
and radiological incidents on ships while 
the ship is at port.

• Training material will be developed on 
dealing with chemical and radiological 
incidents.

• Table top exercises will be used to pilot 
test the guidelines.


